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Joyce Mitchell, New York prison employee, arrested for allegedly helping inmates 
escape 

Mitchell, 51, pleads not guilty to supplying convicts with contraband, faces numerous charges 

The Associated Press Posted: Jun 12, 2015 9:10 AM ET Last Updated: Jun 12, 2015 11:38 PM ET 

New York State Police have arrested Joyce Mitchell, a prison employee accused of helping two 
murderers escape from a maximum-security prison. 

Police say Mitchell, 51, provided "material assistance" to Richard Matt and David Sweat, who escaped 
from the maximum-security Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora, N.Y., last weekend and are still 
on the lam. 

Mitchell was arraigned Friday night in Plattsburgh, N.Y., on charges of promoting prison contraband and 
criminal facilitation. Promoting prison contraband is a felony while criminal facilitation is a 
misdemeanour. 

Mitchell pleaded not guilty to the charges. She is in custody and will appear in court again Monday 
morning. 

She has also been suspended without pay. 

• Prison escapes: Tools, tricks, helicopters or strolling out the door 

• New York prison escape search focuses on nearby woods 

• Manhunt for escaped New York prisoners expands to Vermont 

No confirmed sightings 

Police said Mitchell represents just one part of the overall investigation and that they're following every 
lead. There have been no confirmed sightings of the escaped men, police said. Earlier, residents 
reported seeing two men jumping a stone wall outside Dannemora. 

Police are concentrating their search in a rural area around the prison in the Adirondacks near the 
Canadian border. At a press conference Friday evening, state police Maj. Charles Guess said police 
have no reason to believe the inmates have left that area. Guess also said they do not know whether the 
inmates are still together or if they have separated, but that they are planning for both situations. 

Police said more than 800 law enforcement officers as well as helicopters and tactical teams were 
involved in the search for the men Friday. 

"We're coming for you, and we will not stop until you are caught," said Guess. 

Guess said officers were getting closer to finding the men with every step they take on the ground and in 
the investigation. Though searchers were contending with bad weather so were Sweat and Matt, Guess 
said. 

"They've got to be cold, wet, tired and hungry" if they haven't escaped the area or found shelter, Guess 
said. He also said this makes the men more dangerous and desperate. 
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'More information each day 1 



District attorney Andrew Wylie would not specify the prohibited items that Mitchell allegedly supplied but 
said they weren't the power tools that Sweat and Matt used to cut through steel pipes and tunnel their 
way out of the prison last weekend. 

Wylie said authorities are "learning more and more information each day from her as far as establishing 
a timeline on how this process occurred and what her involvement was." 

Mitchell's family has said she wouldn't have helped the convicts break out. 

Mitchell's job was to oversee inmates who sew clothes and learn to repair sewing machines at the 
prison. In general, an inmate assigned to such a job might work several hours a day there, five days a 
week, meaning he would have significant contact with supervisors. 

Wylie said there was an investigation within the past year into a possible relationship between Mitchell 
and Sweat. 

'She's a good, good person' 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Thursday that investigators are "talking to several people who may have 
facilitated the escape." He warned that the law will come down hard on any prison system employee 
who crosses the line. 

"If you do it, you will be convicted, and then you'll be on the other side of the prison that you've been 
policing, and that is not a pleasant place to be," the governor said. 

A longtime neighbour was stunned by the suspicions swirling around Mitchell. 

"I just can't believe she'd do something so stupid," neighbour Sharon Currier said. She said Mitchell is 
"not somebody who's off the wall." 

"She's a good, good person," said Currier. 

She said Mitchell is a former town tax collector in Dickinson, a community near Dannemora. Skilled at 
sewing, she has worked for at least five years at the prison, where her husband is also employed, 
Currier said. 

Mitchell's union, Civil Service Employees Association Local 1000, did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. 

But her daughter-in-law, Paige Mitchell, said this week that her mother-in-law never mentioned Sweat, 
Matt or any other inmates she encountered. "She doesn't get too involved," Paige Mitchell told the 
Press-Republican of Plattsburgh. 

And Mitchell's son Tobey told NBC that she would not have helped the inmates escape and that she 
checked herself into a hospital with chest pains on Saturday, the day the breakout was discovered. 

Hole cut with 'high degree of professionalism' 
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Sweat, 34, and Matt, 48, cut through steel and bricks and crawled through a steam pipe, emerging from 
a manhole outside the 12-metre walls of the facility. 

An engineer who has done work at the prison said that the cutting of the cell walls and steam pipe was 
done with a high degree of professionalism, suggesting the two convicts were either highly proficient 
with the tools or had help. 

"I could have sent my best man up there with an acetylene torch or a plasma cutter and I couldn't have a 
better hole," Larry Jeffords said. 

With files from CBC News 
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